
Welcome!
Guardians, Educators, & Communities Creating 

Texas-sized Education Together



Christie Miller
Federal Programs Team Lead
817-740-3694
cjmiller@esc11.net

Attendance – please enter your name in 
the chat

Please enter questions into chat, or feel 
free to unmute yourself for any 
questions or comments!
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ESSA Section 1116

Making Sense of Title I Parent and Family 
Engagement Requirements

ESSA Public Law 114-95 Section 1116 Resource

https://4.files.edl.io/eb0a/03/25/22/165223-65cc2f06-2a2b-4b2b-89cf-acbb2223ba22.pdf


Title I-A Parent & Family Engagement Series

• Module 1: Overview
• LEA Policy
• School PFE Policy
• Policy Involvement
• Shared Responsibilities for High 

Student Academic Achievement 
(Compact)

• Building Capacity
• Accessibility
• Family Engagement in Education 

Programs
• Review

• Module 2: Policies & Compact
• LEA Policy

• General (definition)
• Written Policy
• Reservation

• School PFE Policy
• General (definition)
• Special Rule
• Amendment
• Parental Comments

• Shared Responsibilities for High 
Student Academic Achievement 
(Compact) 4

February
23rd



• Module 3: Annual Meeting & 
Evaluation

• Policy Involvement
• Family Engagement in Education 

Programs

• Module 4: Building Capacity
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March
23rd

March
9th

Title I-A Parent & Family Engagement Series



Materials
Participant Manual Training Website
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https://sites.google.com/esc16.net/essa-1116/home



Objectives

Participants will be able to:
 Define parent and family 

engagement under ESSA.
 Utilize research to understand the 

importance and benefits of parent 
and family engagement.
 Identify district and school level 

parent and family engagement 
requirements under ESSA.

 Identify allowable uses of Title I 
parent and family engagement 
funds.
 Identify common monitoring 

trends and findings focused on 
parent and community 
engagement.
 Identify guiding principles in 

parent and family engagement.
 Explore resources focused on 

parent and family engagement.
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Parent and Family Engagement Defined Section 8101 (38-39)

Title I, Part A  parent and family engagement is defined as the participation 
of parents and families in regular, two-way, and meaningful 
communication involving student academic learning and other school 
activities, ensuring that—

• Families play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;
• Families are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at 

school;
• Families are full partners in their child’s education and are included in decision-

making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child; and
• Other activities are carried out, such as those described in ESSA Section 1116. 
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Local Education Agency (LEA) Policy (a)

PFE Policy: District & Campus One-Pager
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https://4.files.edl.io/cf7a/03/25/22/180056-bab9b06e-ee1a-431a-a7a4-5d809947ce42.pdf


LEA Policy- General (a)(1)

To receive funding, a 
district, with parents, must 
plan and implement:

•programs, 
•activities, and 
•procedures 

that involve parents and 
family members.
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LEA Policy- Written (a)(2)

Toolkit: Written PFE Policy: District & Campus
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https://4.files.edl.io/ab3d/08/08/22/153236-6c9c4d0c-1617-47d1-ada5-82b04a094965.docx


LEA Policy- Written (a)(2)

Any district receiving Title I 
funding, must:

• Work with parents and create a 
PFE policy, 

• Incorporate the policy into the 
district improvement plan (DIP),

• Evaluate & revise the policy 
annually.
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Methods of Distribution

The LEA shall distribute the PFE Policy to parents!

What methods do you use to distribute your LEA-level PFE Policy?

What methods do you use to translate your LEA-level PFE Policy?

What systems do you have in place to be sure items and website are 
updated each year?
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LEA Policy- Written (a)(2) 

LEAs must:
• Include parents in developing 

the District Plan (section 
1112).

• Include parents in developing 
support & improvement 
plans (section 1111).
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LEA Policy- Written (a)(2)

LEAs:
• Will plan technical assistance 

and any other support schools 
need to improve their PFE 
involvement activities.

• MAY include consultations with 
others who have effectively 
engaged parents and families in 
education.

Best Practices Expos: bit.ly/3p5AtYi
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https://bit.ly/3p5AtYi


LEA Policy- Written (a)(2)

LEAs must:
Bring together PFE Strategies with 
other relevant Federal, State and local 
laws and programs.

Examples: Migrant, SPED, 504, HB4545
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LEA Policy- Written (a)(2)

LEAs must:
• Get feedback from parents and 

families. 
• Via an evaluation, identify:

• Barriers that prevented parents 
from participating,

• Needs of parents and families, and
• Successful strategies used or 

needed to be implemented.
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LEA Policy- Written (a)(2)

LEAs:
• Must revise PFE policies based 

on the findings of the 
evaluation.

• Must involve parents in school 
activities.

• MAY include the creation of a 
parent advisory board.
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Example VS Non-Example

Which one meets compliance? Group Discussion:
How can we fix the one that does 
not meet compliance?
 Assist schools in the evaluation and revision of 

their PFE policy and school-parent compact
 Evaluate the District Parent and Family Program 

and its policy throughout the year and revise it as 
needed

 Provide training to every district employee on the 
most effective PFE strategies

 Add an interpretation statement in native 
language (can add a clause stating none needed 
based on needs assessment.)
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Make it applicable
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Now take the policy checklist we have discussed. Be sure to use the 
LEA checklist for an LEA policy.

Go through your LEA PFE Policy and compare it to the requirements 
in the checklist.



Review Your LEA PFE Policy – Is It Compliant?
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The LEA policy will:
 Explain the LEA’s participation in the Title I program
 Establish expectations and objectives for meaningful PFE
 Describe how the LEA will:
 Involve parents in developing a plan and development of support and school 

improvement plans
 Distribute the PFE Policy to parents
 Provide coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary to assist 

and build capacity of all schools
 Coordinate and integrate PFE strategies
 Conduct, with involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the PFE program 

and policy (barriers, needs, and strategies used)
 Use the findings of the evaluation to revise the program and policy
 Involve parents in the activities

 **A translation statement stating where/how the policy can be accessed in other 
languages based on their translation policy.**



Questions?
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School PFE Policy (b)

Policy Resources
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Have out the policies we went 
over during Module 1 to refer to.

https://www.esc16.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=2769087&type=d&pREC_ID=2303876


School PFE Policy- General (b)(1)

• Any school receiving Title I 
funding, must:

• Work with parents and create a 
policy, 

• Distribute that policy to parents in 
an understandable & uniform 
format,

• Make the policy available to the 
community, and

• Update the policy periodically to 
meet the needs of parents and the 
school.
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School PFE Policy- Special Rule (b)(2)

If the school has a PFE policy 
that applies to all parents 
and family members, such 
school may amend that 
policy, if necessary, to meet 
the requirements of this 
subsection.
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School PFE Policy- Amendment (b)(3)

If the LEA involved has a school district-level 
PFE policy that applies to all parents and family 
members in all schools served by the LEA, such 
agency may amend that policy, if necessary, to 
meet the requirements of this subsection.
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School PFE Policy- Parental Comments (b)(4)

The LEA will submit unsatisfied 
parent comments with their 1112 
plan to the state.
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Make it applicable

1. Open your device. It will be 
easier on a computer, but a 
phone or tablet works also.

2. Go to your school or district’s 
website. 

3. Count the number of clicks it 
takes you to find the PFE 
Policy. Incorrect clicks count.
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How many clicks did it take you to find it?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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One more thing…

ESSA 1116 PFE Policy is different 
than the Family Engagement Plan 
for prekindergarten programs.

The Family Engagement Plan does 
NOT take the place of the PFE 
Policy.

Be wary of using TASB examples.

30

Six Components of 
the Family 

Engagement Plan

Facilitate 
family-to-

family 
support

Establish a 
network of 
community 
resources

Increase 
family 

participation 
in decision 

makingEquip 
families with 

tools to 
enhance and 

extend 
learning

Develop staff 
skills in 

evidence-based 
practices that 

support families 
in meeting their 

children’s 
learning 

benchmarks

Evaluate 
family 

engagement 
efforts, use 
evaluations 

for continuous 
improvement



Example VS Non-Example

Which one meets compliance?
Group Discussion:
How can we fix the one that does 
not meet compliance?
 Add in information about the 

Annual Title I meeting offered on 
two different dates at two 
different times.

 A description and explanation of 
the school’s curriculum

 In the compact, the school’s responsibility of 
providing a supportive and effective learning 
environment where guardians and families feel 
welcome, supported, and valued.

 In the compact, the parents’ responsibility to 
Volunteer in the school and classroom when able

 In compact, the methods in which regular, two-way 
communication will take place. 31



Make it applicable
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Now take the policy checklist we have discussed. Be sure to use the 
School checklist for a Campus policy.

Go through your Campus PFE Policy and compare it to the 
requirements in the checklist.



Review Your Campus PFE Policy – Is It Compliant?

 Information about the PFE program, funding & possible review by TEA
 Information about family activities & meetings (including the Annual Title I 

Meeting) which must be offered at flexible times,

 Information on how to be involved in the planning, review and improvement of 
PFE programs and the policy

 A description and explanation of the school’s curriculum,
 Forms of academic assessment,
 Expected achievement levels on academic assessments,
 Ways to request regular meetings
 Parent Compact  (optional).
 **A translation statement stating where/how the policy can be accessed in 

other languages.** (be sure to put this in the other language) 33



Questions?

34



Shared Responsibilities for High 
Student Academic Achievement 
(aka compact) (d)

School Parent Compact Resources

35

https://www.esc16.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=2769087&type=d&pREC_ID=2303876


In General (d)

Title I, Part A, Section 1116 requires that schools shall jointly 
develop with parents a school-parent compact that outlines 
how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share 
the responsibility for improved student academic achievement 
and the means by which the school and parents will build and 
develop a partnership to help children achieve the state’s high 
standards.

This can be a section of the Policy!
36



What goes into the compact section?

1. The school’s responsibilities:
 High-quality curriculum & instruction, and
 A supportive & effective learning environment
 Opportunities to volunteer in their child’s classroom
 Opportunities for participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating 

to:
 The education of their children and 
 The positive use of extracurricular time.

The compact is a section of the policy that outlines:
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2. The parent’s responsibilities:
Ways in which they will support their child’s learnings,
Volunteering in their child’s classroom,
Participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to:
 The education of their children, and
 Positive use of extracurricular time.

The compact is a section of the policy that outlines:
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3. The student’s responsibilities:

ESSA 1116 does not specify what the student’s responsibilities are. This 
needs to be determined by local education agencies via their CNA or 
other methods.

The compact is a section of the policy that outlines:
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4. Addresses the importance of on-going communication between 
teachers & parents. Such as:
 Annual Conferences (elementary- must discuss compact),
 Frequent progress reports,
 Access to staff, volunteering opportunities, classroom 

observations, and
 Regular two-way, meaningful communication (in language 

family understands).

The compact is a section of the policy that outlines:
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Methods of Distribution

The school will distribute the PFE Policy & COMPACT 
to parents!

What does the word distribute mean?

According to Oxford, “Give shares of (something); 
deal out
Synonyms include “give out, issue, dispense, 
administer, disseminate…”
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Accessibility (f)

42



Accessibility

LEAs & schools SHALL provide opportunities for the 
informed participation of parents and family 
members including providing information & school 
reports required under section 1111 in a format 
and language parents understand.
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Make it applicable
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Now review the Compact checklist on page 34 of the participant 
manual.

Go through your School-Parent Compact and compare it to the 
requirements in the checklist.



Questions?
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Contact Us

46

Christie Miller
Federal Programs Team Lead
817-740-3694
cjmiller@esc11.net

mailto:cjmiller@esc11.net
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